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President’s Message

Our Collective Voice is Being Heard Nationally

Steve Allen
2010 Association President

Allen Property Group, Inc.
831- 688-5100

steven@allenpginc.com

Last month | wrote about im-
provements in the real estate
market that were voiced at the
National Association of REAL-
TORS® Mid-Year Meetings in
Washington D.C. This positive
progress was again articulated at
the California Association of
REALTORS® Mid-Year Direc-
tors Meeting and Legislative
Day in Sacramento. Joel Singer,
Executive Vice President for
C.AR., explained in the 2010
Update: “Looking Back to Look
Forward” that Santa Cruz
County had statistically reached
its, “value trough” around Feb-
ruary of 2009. Since that time,
median values have increased
about thirty percent. In addition,
notices of default, a leading in-
dicator as to future foreclosure
activity have also begun to fi-
nally level off. Sales activity is
not back to 2005 levels, nor
would we necessarily want it to
be.

This month | would like to rec-
ognize our Affiliate members.
If you have ever attended a
Chamber of Commerce, Rotary
or a “leads” event, you are fa-
miliar with the reciprocal busi-
ness networking atmosphere. |
would encourage all of here at
the Santa Cruz Association of
REALTORS®to increase refer-
rals amongst our membership.
The next time you or a client
needs a service, try picking up
a copy of the current years Real
Estate and Community Help-
Guide (REACH). If you don’t
have a copy, contact the Asso-
ciation office and we will get
you one. We have a tremendous
pool of talent within our orga-
nization. In addition to REAL-
TORS®, our Affiliate members
include title companies, inspec-
tors, lenders, attorneys, insur-

ance agents and just about any
other vendor you would need
to service your Santa Cruz
County real estate needs. | en-
courage us all to further sup-
port one another.

Please mark your calendars for
the upcoming Mayors Break-
fast (July 14%) and New and
Improved Golf Tournament
(July 16™). The SCAOR Events
and Community Relations
Committee has put much work
into bringing back a fun filled
day of networking. We will be
partnering with the Watson-
ville Association of REAL-
TORS®, so bring your best
game.

Enjoy your summer!

Steve Allen
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Legislative Day: Eventful, Dynamic, Addictive

Candie Noel
Local Government Relations Chair
Bailey Properties, Inc. 831- 688-7434

cnoel@baile

roperties.com

Attending Legislative Day at
Capitol Hill in Sacramento this
year was just as motivating and
exciting as my first Legislative
Day. Itisaday you can experi-
ence how your Political Action
Fund monies work for you as a
REALTOR®, and for property
rights.

The day started out with the
morning briefing at the Sacra-
mento Convention Center. Over
1,000 REALTORS® from around
the state converged into one en-
ergy filled meeting hall. There
were about 15 of us from the
Santa Cruz Association of
REALTORS® and we had some
of the best seats in the house. The
room was filled with excitement
as we heard about our successes
of the past year, and the events of
the day from our C.A.R. Presi-
dent Steve Goddard, and Presi-
dent-Elect Beth Peerce.

Of course the major focus of the
morning briefing was the after-

noon meetings with our legisla-
tors where we would present
them with the issues we are lob-
bying for.  This year’s issues
concerned circumstances we en-
counter every day in doing busi-
ness as REALTORS®.

1. Appraisal  Concerns:
the need for better regulation of
appraisal management compa-
nies, the need for local apprais-
ers, and potential conflict of
interest with lenders owning ap-
praisal management companies

2. Budget Gap Threats:
forced over withholding on in-
dependent contractors, taxing
services like goods, and main-
taining the mortgage interest de-
duction.

3. SB1178  Anti-Defi-
ciency Protections for home-
owners facing foreclosure who
have re-financed their purchase
money loans.

4. AB1919 Transfer Fee
on the recording of a grant
deed. This is atax disguised as
a fee.

Bill Monning took time out of
his busy schedule to spend
about a half hour with us at
lunch time. He spoke to us
about the serious budget issues
the State is again facing, and
how this year’s cuts are going
to be dramatic, hurting many
critical and necessary services.

In the afternoon we presented
our four issues to Anna
Caballero’s Chief of Staff,
Willie Armstrong and to Sena-
tor Joe Simitian. We were
very excited when Senator
Simitian offered to show us the
Senate Chamber and of course
we said yes. He gave us a tour
and history of the chamber,
and we were able to watch him
conduct some business. He
graciously took time for many

photos of him and the four of
us, and even put Santa Cruz
Association of REALTORS® in
lights on the Senate board.

Then Senator Simitian wanted
us to see one more thing. Beside
the Chamber there is a locked
door that he asked to have
opened for us. Inside we saw a
sight most people do not know
exists let alone have seen; the
old, original Capitol wall and
pillars. Did we feel special!

Legislative Day is fun, eventful,
dynamic, and full of learning
experiences. You meet new
friends, and see old friends. Itis
your opportunity to actually par-
ticipate in making things happen
for REALTORS®, for your cli-
ents, and for property rights. If
you haven’t been, please plan to
attend the addictive Legislative
Day next year in June 2011. |
will see you there.
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Education

and

Professional

Development

Certified Social Media
Marketer (CSM)

2-Day Course

Monday & Tuesday July 19t &
20t 8:30am-4:00pm

$249 (before July 1%%) or $299
(after July 1%

Instructors: Amy Chorew &
Ginger Wilcox @ Social Media
Marketing Institute

social media: Facebook @
Twitter @ LinkedIn @ Blog-
ging @ Youtube @ Flickr

These buzzwords are all the
rage but having an online pres-
ence isn’t enough. Learn how to
capture, connect & convert on-
line. The two-day Certified So-
cial Media Marketer (CSM)
designation course teaches stu-
dents to develop responsible,
effective and ethical online so-
cial networking strategies for
business. Social media is not
about technology; Those who
are successful with social media
are drawing upon skills that they
already have. We teach you how
to translate YOUR networking
skills and experience into the
online world. The course covers
building an online identity, rep-
utation management, rules &
ethics, and the application of
specific tools such as Blogging,
Facebook, and Twitter. You’ll
leave our course with a written
plan with actual strategies to
close REAL business using so-
cial media.

From the Back Roads to
the Stars

Fri. July 231 10:00am-12:00pm
$15 Early Bird SCAOR Mem-
ber (ends 7/16)

$25 Regular SCAOR Member
(after 7/16)
$50 Non Member anytime

A Panel of Brokers discuss the
challenges they are facing in an
evolving real estate market and
what they are doing to launch
their firms into the future. Dis-
cussion Topics:  Day-to-day
issues; Making an “offline”
agent into an “online” one; In-
ternet prospecting; Acclimating
“seasoned” agents to the new
online real estate; Trends; Of-
fice Philosophies; Preparing the
firm for the future; What does &
does not work anymore; Refer-
ral agents, and more!

Panel Includes: Gail Mayo, Thun-
derbird Real Estate; Linda Char-
man, Vanguard REALTORS®;
John Hickey, Monterey Bay
Properties; Debra Frey, Intero
Real Estate

Moderator: Lary Pamplin, Cen-
tury 21 Lad Realty

Buy, Close & Move In

Wed. July 28t 10:00-12:00pm
$10 Early Bird Member (until
July 21), $20 SCAOR Member
Regular (after July 14)

$40 Non SCAOR Member Any-
time

A panel of REO specialists
share insights and tips for the
buyer’s agent on how to effec-
tively navigate through the REO
transaction so their clients end
up with the home of their
dreams. Topics covered include:
How to write an offer the banks
will love; Working with Freddie
Mac; Crafting effective adden-
dums; New laws; Trends; War
& Success stories, and more,
more, more!

Panelists: Dan Miles, Monterey
Bay Real Estate Services; Heidi
Robinson, Thunderbird Real Es-
tate; Ron Randazzo, Realty of
California; Christina Morales,
Bailey Properties

Moderator: Bob Barrie, Keller
Williams

Mortgage Loan
Origination Cram Course

Thur. July 29, 9:30am-5:30pm
Instructor: Duane Gomer
Cost: $189

NEW DEADLINE: DRE LICENS-
EES MUST HAVE TESTS
PASSED BY 9/15/10. START
STUDYING. There are no other
live cram courses available. About
40% of experienced brokers are
failing by studying only online. Do
you learn more online or in a live
setting? Ask someone about Duane
Gomer Seminars, 44 years of expe-
rience. The cost is only $189.00 and
will include the Respected Hondros
MLO Review Book, Practice Ex-
ams, Glossary, Testing Tips, plus
How To Get NMLS Endorsed, etc.
Duane Gomer, who is not a Loan
Originator and never was, used
these materials and passed both ex-
ams with no injuries. We can really
help you pass. If you fail a test, you
wait 30 days to test again and fail 4
times, you wait 6 months. Space is
limited; you should sign up early,
pass the tests & relax. To find out
more if you are required to take the
exams go to the Department of Real
Estate website at www.dre.ca.gov

Tune-Up Tuesdays

Meets on the 2" Tuesday of
every month 1:00-2:30pm

Cost: Free to SCAOR
Members— Pre-registration is a
must!

Brought to you by the SCAOR
Affiliate Committee

July 2010
Coming up:
July 13" Home Inspections
August 10t Fire  Insur-
ance
September 14 Staging & Home
Improvements
October 12 Natural Hazard
Disclosures

SCAOR Summit Il
Information on
Your State and

Local
Neighborhoods

Join us for an information
packed afternoon with a panel
of distinguished speakers
who will update us on the
challenges and  changes
happening in our state and
local neighborhoods.

Summit 11 will once again fea-
ture three outstanding speakers;
Jeff Davi, DRE Commissioner,
Susan Mauriello, Santa Cruz
County Administrative Clerk
and Phil Wowak, Santa Cruz
County Sheriff.

Don’t miss out on this sell out
event! Summit Il will be held
on August 23, 2010 from
11:30 AM - 2:00 PM at the
Hilton Hotel in Scotts Valley.
Contact the Association for
pricing and registration infor-
mation at 831-464-2000.

Thank you to our Summit
Sponsors!

Corporate Sponsor
MLS Listings, Inc.



http://www.scaor.org/upload/files/SMMI-Flyer-SantaCruz.pdf
http://www.scaor.org/upload/files/7_23_10.pdf
http://www.scaor.org/upload/files/Panel%207_28_10.pdf
http://www.scaor.org/upload/files/Santa%20Cruz%20MLO%207_29_10.pdf
http://www.dre.ca.gov
http://www.scaor.org/upload/files/TUT%20flyer.pdf
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In February, | wrote an article
for the March issue of Inside
Real Estate, entitled Good Faith
Versus “Free Look.” | referred
to, but did not give the name of
a case that had been decided by
an Appellate Court because the
decision was under review by
the California Supreme Court.
The case name is Steiner v.
Thexton, and the Supreme
Court handed down its decision
on March 18, 2010. The deci-
sion deals with the enforceabil-
ity of a contract that, although
entitled Real Estate Purchase
Contract, was held by the trial
court, the Appellate Court and
the Supreme Court to constitute
an option, due to the fact that
the Seller was obligated to hold
open the offer to sell the prop-
erty to the Buyer for 3 years,
and the Buyer was not obligated
to purchase and could terminate
the transaction at any time.
Both the trial court and the ap-
pellate court held that, at the
time of entering into the con-
tract there was no consideration
for the option, even though the
Buyer agreed to seek a subdivi-
sion of the property, because the
Buyer could cancel the contract
at any time at his “absolute and
sole discretion.” The Supreme

Scaor.org

Court agreed that at the time the
contract was signed the consid-
eration for the option was illu-
sory which allowed the Seller to
cancel the contract. However,
the Buyer’s subsequent pro-
cessing of an application to sub-
divide the Seller’s property,
expending substantial funds for
this purpose, and the benefit to
the Seller in the Buyer obtain-
ing tentative subdivision ap-
proval (the Seller was retaining
a portion of the property), con-
stituted part performance and
consideration for the option,
thus binding the Seller for the
3-year period described in the
Agreement.

The Court pointed out that it
looks at the substance of the
contract, not its form. Thus,
even though one may use a
standard form contract, e.g., the
C.ARR. Vacant Land Agree-
ment, the terms of the Agree-
ment may support an argument
that the Agreement, in fact, is
an option, not a purchase agree-
ment. The Court also held that
partial performance of consid-
eration for an option can bind
the Seller even though initially
the option was not enforceable
by the Buyer/Optionee because

there was no consideration
given at the time the option was
entered into.

Another issue the Court ad-
dressed is relevant to the issue
of good faith and fair dealing,
which | addressed in the March
article. The Court held that,
although there is in California
an implied covenant of good
faith and fair dealing, this cove-
nant “does not trump an
agreement’s express language.”
Thus, even though the covenant
of good faith and fair dealing
may otherwise apply to a situa-
tion where a party may act in
his/her sole and absolute discre-
tion, the parties may provide

July 2010

express terms in a contract
which would remove this cove-
nant regarding those terms. Al-
though C.A.R., as of Apiril,
2010, has added a clause in its
Residential Purchase Agree-
ment, Vacant Land Purchase
Agreement and Commercial
Property Purchase Agreement
regarding the obligation of both
the Seller and the Buyer to act in
good faith, the Supreme Court
has indicated that the parties
may negotiate to remove or
modify this covenant in a partic-
ular transaction. More will be
heard about this issue as the
revised C.A.R. purchase agree-
ment forms are circulated and
used in future transactions.
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REALTORS® and real estate
industry professionals must stay
ever vigilant regarding issues
that threaten to erode private
property rights.

From the East coast to the West
coast, cities and counties are
proposing and drafting ordi-
nances that attempt to respond
to complaints about noise,
parking, garbage, trespassing,
crime and other disruptive ac-
tivities occurring on vacation
rental properties. Two such or-
dinances are underway in our
area; one in the City of Santa
Cruz and one in the unincorpo-
rated area of Live Oak which
was expanded this week by the
Board of Supervisors to also
include Seacliff, Rio del Mar
and La Selva Beach.

scaor.org
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REALTORS® Must Stay Ever Vigilant

To their credit, the City of Santa
Cruz has been holding meetings
with REALTORS®, property
owners, vacation rental manag-
ers, lodging industry representa-
tives and others to find common
ground.

One potentially effected individ-
ual told me it “is like trying to
kill a fly with a baseball bat.” A
government official that we met
with had a binder full of similar
ordinances from around the
state. However, many of these
draft ordinances are more strin-
gent than what other communi-
ties already have in existence.

In Sonoma County, vacation
rental owners recently have
sought legal help from a land use
attorney sighting “a potential
takings issue”.

Many vacation home rental ad-
vocates cited the potential eco-
nomic impact if the new
ordinance puts people out of
the vacation rental business.
Vacation home rentals gener-
ate several million in annual
revenue, and vacation home
renters spend even more annu-
ally on food, drink and shop-

ping.

These complaints about noise,
traffic, parking, parties and
other compatibility issues
when houses in residential
neighborhoods become com-
mercial vacation rentals are
not new. If property managers
and property owners follow
the transient occupancy laws,
and pay taxes, which we be-
lieve most do, then those that
violate should be dealt with

under existing ordinances and
laws. Addressing the large
number of vacation rentals by
owners that are advertised on
Web sites, but do not pay tran-
sient occupancy tax, is a con-
cern.

However, adding more govern-
ment oversight and regulation,
that tromps on private property
rights, is not the answer.

Stay tuned as we gear up for a
long, hot summer!

Your thoughts are always wel-

come.
Email me at:

dale@scaor.org

Tips For Leaders

For leaders to be effective, they need to
connect honestly with others. Asking good
questions helps you find out essential infor-
mation and lays the groundwork for collabo-
ration.

Often it’s not about what you ask, but how.
Here are three tips for improving the way
you ask questions:

1. Be curious. Doing all the talking
doesn’t make you an effective leader. Be
inquisitive and ask about topics that are im-
portant to you and to the person with whom
you’re talking.

2. Be open-ended. Use what, how,
and why questions. Don’t just ask about
events, but about thoughts and motivations
as well.

3. Dig deeper. Don’t accept the first
answer you get. Ask follow-up questions to
get more detail and surface the real story.


mailto:dale@scaor.org 
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A Taste of Santa Cruz 1s Cookin’!

Local food, wine, artisans and
an economical ticket price
draws a huge crowd to ‘A Taste
of Santa Cruz’ every year. For
six years running, ATOSC has
become a well known popular
public event. If you haven’t
been a part of this fun and fruit-
ful event in the past, now’s your
chance!

Our Booth Kickoff was held
June 16" and had a very suc-
cessful turnout, so much so that
there are only 9 booths left. For
more information on participat-
ing, sponsorship opportunities,
and to learn more about the
event please visit the website
www.atosc.com.

We are continuing with the very
popular ‘Space to Taste’ floor
plan that was introduced last
year. The layout includes 31
sponsored booths, and 12 silent
auction  tables interspersed
throughout the Cocoanut Grove
which provides plenty of room
for everyone to roam, snack,
shop and socialize while sup-
porting the Housing Foundation
Closing Cost Grant Assistance
Program. Click here for infor-
mation

Thank You to This
Year’s Sponsors!

Platinum Sponsor
Bank of America
Home Loans

Gold Sponsors
Keller Williams Realty

David Lyng Real Estate

Intero Real Estate Services

Take Advantage of Our Grant
Assistance Program

What is the Closing Cost
Assistance Grant Program?

SCAORHF provides funds to be
used towards closing cost fees
for qualifying individuals or
families.

Who is eligible?

Low income, first time home
buyers purchasing a home in
Santa Cruz County who meet
the program requirements.

Please visit:

www.scaorhf.org
for complete eligibility require-
ments.

Does the Closing Cost Assis-
tance Grant need to be re-
paid?

No, the buyer is not required to
pay back the grant amount at
any time.
Two Easy Ways To Donate
300 x 100 Campaign
Click Here

Escrow Contributions
Click Here

Sip of Summer

Eager to meet and mingle while enjoying some tasty wines? Then
plan to attend the 3 Annual Sip of Summer at the Bargetto
Winery on August 17th. Tickets are only $15.00 and you will
receive one full pour of Bargetto's finest, appetizers, live music
and drawing entry. As always, additional pours can also be pur-
chased. This is a great after work meet and greet.

Tickets can be purchased online at
http://www.scaorhf.org/sipofsummer
or by calling SCAOR at 831-464-2000.

Congratulations Grandma Lela! June 15t brought a joyous
new addition to the Willet Family
baby girl Violet Marnie Willet.


http://www.atosc.com
http://www.scaorhf.org
http://www.scaorhf.org
http://www.scaor.org/hf/300campaign
http://www.scaor.org/hf/closeofescrow
http://www.scaorhf.org/sipofsummer
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Legislative Day — They Get It!

Anne Marie Sorcenelli
SCAOR Director
Bailey Properties, Inc.
831-688-7434

| had the pleasure of attending
this year’s Legislative Day and
boy what a gas! Politics is my
passion and | got a great dose of
it this year! | started off the day
at 4:15AM stumbling around
until I had my coffee. As the sun
came up, my traveling buddies,
Marilyn Johnson & Candie Noel
arrived. Candie “Parnelli Jones”
Noel drove very expertly and
quickly to the Capitol where we
joined the Santa Cruz contin-
gent at the Convention Center
for a briefing on what C.A.R.
had established as our issues,
our talking points and how to
approach our legislators.

The issues are very near and
dear to all REALTORS®: Ap-
praisals-HVCC, No to Potential
Forced Withholding on Inde-
pendent Contractors, No Tax on
Services, No Changes to the
Mortgage Interest Deduction,
Anti-Deficiency Protections for
Refinanced Purchase Money
Loans, and No Additional Fees
added to Property Transfer of
Grant Deeds. The session was
very informative and interesting
and very applicable to the issues
we deal with everyday. So, now
we were armed and

ready to go to work. We listened
to Bill Monning as we finished
our lunch. He very adroitly ex-
plained how we got into the
pickle we’re in with our Califor-
nia state budget. Then, Bill
opened it up for questions. Phil
Daunt, a Monterey Broker &
Attorney, related a two year
long, one loan, refinanced pur-
chase money Short Sale odyssey
that had concluded that very
morning, unsuccessfully, when
the bank inserted it’s recourse
clause. If you get a kick out of
persuading people to understand
your point of view; you should
have been there! Actually see-
ing our legislators influenced by
relating real life experiences

was incredibly gratifying. As-
semblyman Bill Monning got it!
After that great and fruitful
lunch; we were all assigned to
meet with specific legislators. |
was lucky enough to hear Sena-
tor Jeff Denham address our is-
sues and then, the fun began.

Candie Noel, Marilyn Johnson,
Barbara Palmer and | were able
to attend Senator Joe Simitian’s
meeting and once again, Joe got
it. Yahoo! Afterwards, we asked
for a photo with the Senator and
he suggested we go to the Sen-
ate floor so, we accompanied
the Senator in the private
legislator’s elevator to the Sen-
ate chambers. Wow! We stood
next to his desk while he made a
proclamation from the dais and
watched as the clerks mounted
“Welcome to the Santa Cruz
Assoc. of Realtors” on the bill-
board. Democracy in action and
we were eye witnesses! Next we
sat in on the meeting with Anna
Caballero’s Chief of Staff. After
all that, we were ready for some
refreshments and lo and behold;
it was a short walk to the Recep-
tion for the elected officials. |
can honestly say it was a great
day in Sacramento! If you’d like
to see democracy in action; join
us next

year! It’s well worth your time!

CELEBRATE

INDEPENDENCE
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C.A.R. Meeting Report

Bobbie Nelson
C.A.R. Director
Longacre Real Estate
831-688-3880

REALTOR® Action Fund
Committee

Broker Involvement Program
is still an important push for our
state. The Brokers of record
need to sign up for this free
program as Calls for Actions
come through from both C.A.R.
and NAR. Brokers will then
contact their agents and request
they respond to the Calls. Please
click_here for more information
on Broker Involvement.

We have met our California fair
share requirement to NAR by
107%. Our State member in-
volvement is 23% this year as
compared to last years 20%.
This level of participation is
weak at best and has moved us
to 33 in the list of lobbying enti-
ties where we were once #1. The
motion that was passed in June
by the Directors will go along
way to help us build our re-
serves back and be ready for the
years ahead. A special assess-
ment of $49.00 for each member
will begin in the dues billing of
2011. This will give us the
money we need to fight the is-
sues that we will face in the
coming years.

REALTOR® Risk Manage-
ment and Consumer Protec-
tion

Home Warranties are down, 7
out of 10 buyers are protected
by a home warranty. Many say
that REO properties are able to
get an offer accepted with a
home protection paid by the
seller. They suggest success
with adding it to the repair re-
quest addendum and have seen
REO properties get protection.
It was also suggested in short
sales to get coverage prior to a
home inspection as the seller is
not able to do many repairs due
to cost issues. The home war-

ranty with sellers coverage will
help get those repairs done.
Others say they are not able to
offer it as a listing or selling
perk due to lower incomes, thus,
we need to learn to use the tools
and expertise as to why they
would buy one for themselves.

The Pest Control Board re-
ported on the importance of
agents to be aware of the April
22 Jaw that requires contrac-
tors and those working on reno-
vation and repair/painting of
homes built prior to 1978, to
have certification and need to
follow the guidelines in lead
base paint new rules. The law
applies to painters and mainte-
nance people as well. This ap-
plies to jobs with more than 6 sq
ft of interior or 20 sqg. ft. of
exterior that is being painted or
repaired. This included window
replacement, sanding and paint-
ing.

Also of interest is new law that
requires fumigation be a three
day process with the tent staying
on longer and includes ventila-
tion and fans be installed. This
process will require more and
new equipment for the fumiga-
tion companies and thus we
could see increase in cost for
fumigation in the future. Addi-
tionally, gas companies can take
longer to turn the gas on as they
will not come out until the tent
is off. Orange Qil still remains
not an acceptable section 1
clearance process from the Pest
Control Board.

Gov Hutchinson Legal Up-
date: One comment Gov gave
us was to be careful of offers to
do with agreements/payments
“outside of escrow”. He cau-
tioned us that this is just like
saying “In a dark alley”.

Continued on Page 11
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C.A.R. Report
Continued from Page 10

The Transfer Disclosure State-
ment will have two new manda-
tory questions in November that
will address smoke detector and
water heater bracing and carbon
monoxide detectors required as
of July 1%t 2011- and mandatory
in all residential properties Jan.1
2013.

The Federal tax credit expires
July 31stbut is extended for mil-
itary who have served overseas
for one year.

Zip form 6 foreclosure preven-
tion forms inn the library for use
to help explain process to cli-
ents.

New Q&As on line at car.org
under Legal .

Kitchen Staging
Tips

Stainless-steel appliances
are definitely in with
buyers.

Instead of buying a new dish-
washer, here is a low-cost way
to reface an old one: First,
remove the front panels, and
clean them. Next, apply a
stainless-steel stick-on cover-
ing, and cut it to size. For just
$20 your dishwasher will go
from outdated to ultra-mod-
ern.

Stain dated kitchen cabinets
instead of replacing them.

Dated kitchen cabinets can be
a big turnoff to potential buy-
ers. Instead of paying big
bucks to replace them, just
stain them. First, apply the
stain in even strokes, going
with the grain of the wood.
Add some stylish new hard-
ware, and your kitchen will
have the up-to-date look that
buyers love, for less than
$200.

Scaor.org

Cool Websites

Keep an eye on your
investments

www.bloomberg.com

I monitor the stock market and
read financial news.

These days, that's not much
fun. But it's important to
watch our investments. After
all, our financial futures are at
stake.

Bloomberg's site makes it
easy to stay on top of financial
news. You can read up on the
latest headlines. Or dive right
into stock positions.

If you're a beginning investor,
make sure to check out the
financial glossary. It will help
familiarize you with all the
important terms.

Others of you will head right
for the calculators. These will
help you make financial deci-
sions and put your finances in
perspective.

For example, you can see if
debt consolidation is right for
you. Calculate your net worth.

There's a lot of information on
Bloomberg. | hope you put it
to good use!

Track a GPS phone online

www.buddyway.com

How can one track someone
via GPS? Buddyway makes
it a snap. Once you register,
you can download a free pro-
gram to your GPS-enabled
cell phone.

Your trip information is up-
loaded to Buddyway’s site.
You can save the trip infor-
mation for posterity. Or, you
can give your office and fam-
ily real-time access to it. This
can be a real safety aid for
REALTORS®

Those to whom you give it will
know exactly where you are.
So, they won’t worry that some-
thing has happened to you.

July 2010

Get in the Game & Have a Ball!

SCAOR Joins With WAOR To Bring
Back The Annual Golf Tournament

This year's event will be held
Friday, July 16th at the beautiful
Seascape Golf Club in Aptos.
Enjoy a complete program of
special events, 18 holes of golf
(including cart), lunch, raffle &
tee prizes and an exciting
Awards Banquet!

Click here
for complete details and to reg-
ister. Deadline to register is July
13th.

For hole sponsor inquires please
contact Norma Milete at
831-464-2000

norma@scaor.org

Seating is
very
limited,
reserve your
spot today!

Enjoy Breakfast With
Your
Local Mayors

Join SCAOR and the Mayors of Santa Cruz County for
our second annual Breakfast with the Mayors!

Come and meet your local mayors as they discuss what
is happening in their cities and updating you on local

issues and events.

The breakfast will be held on Wednesday, July 14,
2010 from 9 - 11 AM at the SCAOR office at 2525

Main St., Soquel, CA.

This event is FREE to members who contributed to
REALTOR® Action Fund in their 2010 renewal remit-
tance, $20 for SCAOR Member before the event, $40
for SCAOR Members at the door and $50 for non

members.

To register, please contact SCAOR at 831-464-2000
or click here for a flier.


http://www.car.org
http://www.scaor.org/upload/files/golfregfinalflyer.pdf
mailto:norma@scaor.org
http://www.scaor.org/upload/files/MayorsBreakfastFlier2010.pdf
http://www.bloomberg.com
http://www.buddyway.com
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C.A.R. LEGISLATIVE MEETING, SACRAMENTO, JUNE 2010

Barbara Palmer, Marilyn Johnson, Anne Marilynn Johnson, Barbara Palmer,

Marie Sorcenelli and Candie Noel C.AR Vice President Joel Singer, Anne
Marie Sorcenelli and Candie Noel

Dale Gray, Assemblymember Bill Senator Joe Simitian
Monning and Peg Popken
Anne Marie Sorcenelli,
Marilyn Johnson, Senator Joe Simitian,
Barbara Palmer and Candie Noel

Sandy Kaplan, Candace Bradfield, Bobbie Nelson Candie Noel, Marilyn Johnson, Senator Joe Simitian,
Barbara Palmer and Anne Marie Sorcenennlli
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Affiliate News
Dimitri Timm
Affiliate Committee Chair
Princeton Capital
831- 662-6591
dimitri@princetoncap.com

Scaor.org

July 2010

Affiliate Spotlight

831-477-7150 / 408-866-4620

Free Education Classes From
Your Affiliates!

Tune Up Tuesdays are free
classes at SCAOR that focus on
subjects that help you better
serve your clients. They are
held the 2" Tuesday of the
Month from 1-2:30pm.

Our first two classes included
topics on Appraisals and 1031
Exchanges. The Appraisal class
consisted of three local Apprais-
ers on “How to Price Your List-
ings to Sell Quickly”, and the
1031 Exchange class included
information on recent tax law
changes and how they affect
1031 Exchanges.

We have received positive feed-
back from attendees: “I have
never been in a setting where |
could just ask an appraiser gen-
eral questions, what an excellent
class” & “ I didn’t realize there
had been so many tax changes for
investors, this is good information
that I can use for my clients”. As
you can see these free classes can
be valuable for not only yourself
but to better assist your client’s
needs - plus you can’t beat the
price! Mark your calendar for
these upcoming classes and

please pre-register with Karen
Kirwan (email) if you plan on at-
tending:

Tuesday, July 13t — Home In-
spections 1-2:30 pm
Tuesday, August 13t-  Fire
Insurance 1-2:30 pm

Tuesday, September 14t —
Staging and Home Improve-
ment 1-2:30 pm

Tuesday, October 12t- Natu-
ral Hazard Disclosures 1-2:30
pm

If you are a member and would
like to recommend a topic or
perhaps be one of our scheduled
speakers, please contact Dimitri
Timm, 2010 Affiliate Commit-
tee Chair at (831) 662-6591.

Don’t forget we are always
looking to expand our Affiliate
membership so if you know
someone who would like to be-
come a member please have
them contact Norma Milete,
(831) 464-2000 at SCAOR.

www.BellowsService.com

In operation since 1984, co-own-
ers and father-in-law/son-in-law
team Greg Bellows and Jason
Schlunt have made it their mis-
sion to raise the standard in the
plumbing, heating, AC, and drain
business. By offering a truly un-
common level of service, service
like it use to be, we are on our way
to becoming the number one
choice for home service in Santa
Cruz and Santa Clara county.

Based in Soquel, Bellows Plumb-
ing, Heating, and Sewer provides
a myriad of services; drain clogs,
furnace, AC, water heater, and
underground water, gas, and
sewer pipe replacement to name
just a few. “We are a diversified
home service company. We do
pretty much everything. In the
rare instance we don’t do it, we’ll
know someone who does. Pro-
viding accurate, up-front pricing
and working with clients to meet
their project goals and budget is
just one of the service commit-
ments we make to our clients.” In
addition to their wonderful cli-
ents, Greg and Jason credit their
company’s growth to their staff of
15 full time employees. “Our staff
is simply awesome. Dedication,
hard work and a commitment to
our clients makes coming to work
with this team a real pleasure.”
says Schlunt.

The company started in tenant
improvement and new construc-
tion in 1984, building shopping
centers and restaurants through-
out San Jose and the Monterey
Bay. In 2004 after the “tech
bubble” burst, both Greg and
Jason relocated to Santa Cruz to
start the home service and repair
division that exists today. “At
first, times were real tough.
There were days we had no
calls. At one point we were ac-
tually living out of the stock
room to save money on rent but,

we kept going and stuck to our
morals for good service. It has
paid off.” says Jason.

Greg, an avid surfer from Hawaii,
still enjoys surfing when he finds
the time. He keeps busy with 5
daughters, 1 son, and 6 grandkids.
A third generation plumber, Greg
has been in the trade his entire life.
His extensive knowledge of com-
mercial and residential plumbing
is a huge asset when difficult jobs
pop up. Jason, also known as the
Chief Imagination Officer, is re-
sponsible for bringing it all togeth-
er: pricing, advertisement, cust-
omer relations, and anything else
required to keep the company at
the head of its game. A graduate
from Rice University in 2001, he
spent a couple years working for
other people after graduation but
quickly decided he’d be better as
his own boss — the rest is history.
The father of a newborn daughter,
he keeps himself busy with the
occasional Ironman and a 200 mile
bike ride.

As a company, Bellows is focused
on environmental protection and en-
ergy efficiency. A number of their
services are tailored toward reduc-
tion of energy and protecting the en-
vironment from contamination and
waste. “We see catastrophic heat
loss from water heaters and furnaces
throughout Santa Cruz and the
South Bay. Clients are always
amazed when we tell them that their
furnace is leaking more than 50% of
their heat into the crawl spaces or
through the flue. Often, we can dras-
tically increase a home’s thermal ef-
ficiency with only a few relatively
inexpensive repairs,” says Jason.

Greg and Jason are both strong ad-
vocates of buying local. They use
only local subs and purchase almost
90% of their material from local sup-
pliers. They are also a member of
Think Local First (Santa Cruz).


mailto:dimitri@princetoncap.com
mailto:kkirwan@scaor.org
http://www.BellowsService.com
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MyNewPro Information Portal Debuts

MLSListings, Inc. is PROgress-
ing to a new technology plat-
form by the end of the year. The
way users search, manage cli-
ents, generate reports, obtain
statistics and perform other
functions will be affected, and
users must learn to conduct
these business functions in the
Matrix application over the next
six months.

A new online information portal
called ‘MyNew Pro’ has been
developed by MLSListings as a
‘one-stop shop’ for all the tools
and resources users will need to
help them progress slowly and
gradually over to the new sys-
tem. It includes FAQs, tutorials
and how-to’s, a month-by-
month checklist on to-do items,
links to sign up for training, a
feedback mechanism and much
more.

The MyNewPro information
portal is designed to be updated

on aregular basis. In the coming
weeks MLSListings will add a
short video sneak-preview and
tour of the new landing page
launching next month, a mes-
sage from CEO Jim Harrison,
ongoing monthly reminders on
tasks to keep users on track in
the PROgression, user testi-
monials and more. Visit the
MyNewPro information portal
at portal.mislistings.com/
mynewpro, or via the link
from the pro.mlislistings.com
homepage.

MLSL.istings is also developing
a series of announcements and
reminder notices in various for-
mats starting this month, to en-
sure users are on-track with
their education curriculum, and
will be engaging the resources
of its Associations to help pro-
vide key information about the
PROgression and partner with
MLSListings on training solu-
tions.

The next major milestone of this
initiative is coming in July, with
the unveiling of a new landing
page at pro.mislistings.com.
The welcome video on the new
landing page will direct users to
their most commonly-used
functions, and introduce the rest
of the features available to them
with a single click.

This new technology platform is
the culmination of a nearly year-
long development that was con-
ceived, driven and supported by
MLSListings” subscribers, Bro-
ker-based Board of Directors, ad-
visory groups, and many others.
The new platform will provide the
same functions agents use in their
daily operations, plus provide ex-
citing new features—and both in-
terfaces will be accessible
through the new landing page.

Stay tuned for more details —
and welcome to the PROgres-
sion!
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Honoring Our
Presidents



http://www.whitehouse.gov 
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NEW MEMBERS Quote of The
JUNE 2010
Month
REALTOR® Members Affiliate Members

American Dream Realty Coldwell Banker Residential MetL.ife ;ﬁ%lgw?ﬁetmgebls?(\’;

Jerrod Coddington Brokerage A .
nthony Crane in these mounts, the
Bailey Properties Kourosh “Ken” Baratzadeh T A— #Lnrgsca;f;g; tOSVI\\/II(Zi[?
Debbie Taylor Lyon Realty 5 ico, from the Pacific

ana Condrey

Nannell Gomez

i to the Atlantic - have
Kathleen Zech Angel Garcia

Bellows Plumbing & Heating ~ always blown on free
The Office of Dietrich Sitreeke Rl Bkl men.

Jason Schlunt
Brandt, Broker Nick Torres

Dietrich Brandt Franklin D.Roosevelt
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